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Picture of the Quarter:  Into the Wilderness... 

A fifth grader makes his way through 

the thicket to experience wildlife habitat 

first hand at Latah Creek. There may 

be more students ahead of him, but they 

disappear just like the deer that use the 

thick vegetation for cover. 
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Thanks Pasadena Irrigation 

An OLC Update From Jami’s Desk 

New Critters at the 

OLC! 

 Seems like summer was just here and now Mt Spokane has a layer of snow and our ponds 

have a thin layer of ice in the morning.  Life at the WVOLC is busy as ever. We have had school 

groups for lessons and explorations, teacher workshops, and a flurry of volunteers working with 

our feathered family. I am so grateful to be the education coordinator at the WVOLC for many 

reasons...such as the many opportunities to be outside, instilling my passion for nature in others, 

and working with such a wonderful staff, board, and volunteers to do our part in protecting our 

resources. But nothing can come close to seeing the expressions of awe and wonder on the faces of 

children as they experience nature for perhaps the first time. 

 This past June we had a great week with our Girls Science Camp! Girls from West Valley 

School District spent time outdoors with area scientists learning first hand about their jobs in out-

door science fields.  They ended the week at Washington State University meeting the graduate 

students working on the mule deer and pygmy rabbit research projects as well as touring behind the 

scenes at the Veterinary Teaching Hospital. This past summer also completed our third year in 

partnership with the City of Spokane and Spokane County Libraries.  This year’s program was 

called “Bugs in Your Backyard”.  Our staff did over 30 shows for area families, getting kids ex-

cited about neighborhood bugs.  There were a lot of giggles and squeals from kids when they heard 

the hissing cockroaches! 

 September started with us welcoming back staff, new and old. Ryan Van Tine is back 

from his adventures in Alaska.  Andrea Smoley who was our Americorps volunteer last year ac-

cepted our paraprofessional position.  We also have a new Americorps volunteer, Audra Sims.  

Audra is a resident of Millwood and has spent 20 years in the field of environmental education.  

We are lucky to have her on board this year.  We also have Maggie Shields back as our part time 

employee who does everything from bird care, to mowing, to organizing our lives. 

 Besides our awesome paid staff we have an army of volunteers.  Anna Miller has been 

volunteering here for the past 3 years.  She volunteers 40 hours a week and we really could not do 

it with out her.  More than once we haven’t been able to find something and we say “hey Anna, do 

you know where something is?” She always does. The WVOLC is also lucky to have Pam Wolf as 

a volunteer, and our volunteer coordinator. Pam works with the birds, the volunteers, and does 

HOOT shows.  She is a real asset to our family and if you would like to learn more about birds or 

work with our birds let us know and Pam can start training you. 

 The past couple of weeks have also been full of pre-service teacher workshops.  

Whitworth and Gonzaga University pre-service teachers have received training in environmental 

education curriculum as well as visiting the learning center.  It is great to see teachers so excited 

about getting their classes outside. For future workshops please contact Jami. 
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Planting The Seed: Kindy Plants 

Next they went outside to 

hike around the outdoor 

learning center where they 

encountered real live plants. 

They studied each plant’s 

different parts and found 

tiny plants and HUMON-

GOUS plants. After the hike 

they each received some 

plant parts to classify in a 

“Plant Sorting Game.” Be-

fore they left the OLC, the 

youthful researchers also 

found out that they eat all 

kinds of plants. They sam-

pled some different plant 

parts including leaves, 

stems, roots, seeds, and even 

flowers. 

 

It won’t be long before the 

budding Kindy scientists are 

back at the OLC to study 

lifecycles! 

September began once again 

with West Valley’s youngest 

scientists making their first 

visit to the OLC to study 

plants.  

 

The young botanists started 

their day by meeting Sunny 

the sunflower. They studied 

and named all of his parts 

from roots all the way up to 

the flower. They then per-

formed a dance about what 

plants need, it is called “The 

Plants Needs Dance.” After 

the large group activity it was 

time to split into small study 

groups.  Each group went to 

three different stations.  

 

The first station tapped into 

their artistic side, where they 

looked at different leaves and 

made leaf rubbings to show 

off the different shapes and 

textures of leaves.  

 As one might expect, natural history and cultural history commingle along the Latah Creek 

watershed.  Spanning over 431,000 acres and supporting thousands of years of human visitation, the 

watershed today provides countless snapshots of the interdependence of plant life, wildlife, you & I.  In 

a recent INLANDER article, William Stimson wrote of Hangman Creek, “Like many pioneer names 

(“Leadville”, “Tombstone”, “Crazy Woman Creek”, “Dead Man’s Gulch”, “Death Valley”), it’s an 

honest reminder of a gritty past.”*  As a field trip destination, this one place, known by two names, 

affords many human and earthy/earthly stories. 

 In mid-September, fifth graders from Seth Woodard, Pasadena Park, Orchard Center, and Ness Elementary Schools delved 

into that gritty past as well as the science and environmental needs of the present.  Students planted native plants, sorted macroinverte-

brates, hiked and explored flora and fauna.  White tail deer, snakes, crawdads, ponderosa pine, caddis fly larvae, red-tailed hawks, and 

snowberry were among the native inventory tallied first hand.  Mulin, cheat grass, knapweed, thistle, and toadflax were identified as 

noxious weeds - invaders competing for water, soil nutrients, and sunlight. 

 Learners gained a sense of place through investigating cultural connections to the natural resources of the area.  People past 

and present need and use soil, timber, deer, water, fish, berries, etc. for food, clothing, shelter, and tools.   Human footprints witnessed 

today, such as barbed wire, fruit trees, stumps, dirt roads, and historic markers, prompted questions and conversations about how peo-

ple impact the environment…and one another. 

 Later in September, 8th graders from Centennial Middle School sampled water from the creek, identified fish, ‘polluted’ 

ground water (Enviroscape model: no humans, plants, or animals were harmed in the undertaking of this experiment), created murals, 

sorted macroinvertebrates, and planted native plants.  Dissolved oxygen, benthic bugs, and temperature sensitive fish provided evi-

dence of the impact of diminished water flows and the affect water quality has on species diversity and food webs.   

 Service learning, a fabulous example of the ‘awareness to action’ philosophy of teaching, was rated among the favorite ac-

tivities by both 5th and 8th graders during their time at Latah Creek.  Students witnessed the ongoing battle between native and exotic 

plants, and they took a stand to help restore the balance of power to the natives. The invaders – toadflax, mulin – now find themselves a 

little more outnumbered by their new neighbors.  We’ll be watching the recently planted snowberry, red currant, wood rose, coyote 

willow, and hawthorne and cheering them on.   

 Science, history, exercise, art, service, and fresh air – these typify ingredients for a successful Outdoor Learning Center day.  

Not by accident, these ingredients contribute to the development of natural resource stewards – the type of people who understand how 

one place can have two names and many stories. 

LATAH CREEK – HANGMAN CREEK: Two Names, One Place, Many Stories 

Right: A student samples 

fruit from a  plant! 

 

Below: Students sort and  

classify plant parts. 



The Woodland Park Zoo’s 

Wild Wise program made its 

annual stop at the OLC this 

October.  It was a great chance 

for fifth grade classes to share 

their knowledge with the Wild 

Wise educators.  The highly 

interactive multimedia pro-

gram was a success as usual.  

Students learned about major 

habitats in Washington state as 

well as some of the wildlife 

that call Washington home.  

Students honed their skills of 

observation and scientific sur-

vey as they learned about criti-

cal species in our state such as 

the ferruginous hawk and 

western pond turtle.  We will 

welcome Wild Wise back 

again next year for more wild-

life fun!  For more information 

on the Wild Wise program, 

visit the Woodland Park Zoo’s 

official website. 

Wild Wise 

City School DNR at the OLC 
The OLC is proud to collaborate once again with City School’s DNR 

components. As always the wildlife division has been working dili-

gently to keep the raptor mews clean, healthy, and stocked with clean 

water. The Forestry division has kept the grounds weed free and have 

recently begun a fuel load reduction, noxious weed removal, and inter-

pretive trail planning across the street from Pasadena Park Elementary. 

Both divisions recently completed research projects in which they be-

came experts and gave presentations on a plant, fungus, or raptor that 

can be found here at the OLC. They are currently working tirelessly on 

a new walkway/trail between the OLC and CASA house. 

We are sad to announce that “Aqui” the 

bald eagle has come to the end of his short 

life cycle here at the OLC. Aqui came to 

live at the learning center four years ago 

with a partial amputation of his wing be-

cause of a gun shot. He will be remembered 

as a powerful ambassador for his species 

and all raptors.  Happy hunting Aqui, you 

will be missed. 
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In Memoriam 

 

Outreach Programs 

Staff at the OLC has had a busy fall working with people 

from all over the Spokane area. The hawks and owls of the OLC have 

been a big hit at HOOT shows. Students in Hayden Lake got to see Grey 

and Tilt strut their stuff, while second graders from St. Georges School 

got to meet Willie. The Pioneer school visited the OLC to see the SCAT 

program and to explore evidence of how people and wildlife share the 

environment during the activity “Outdoor Observations”. They came 

back later in the fall to see “Wild Wise”, a program from the Woodland 

Park Zoo. Audra Sims, our new Americorps staff, got her feet wet when 

she jumped right in and spent three days in Dayton WA doing ten 

HOOT shows. Wow! We continue to expand our programming here at 

the OLC and look forward to meeting even more students from around 

the area. 

8706 E. Upriver 

Drive Spokane, WA 

Phone:  (509) 340-

1028 Fax: (509) 340-

1029 

Thanks to our project sponsor, The 

Big Horn Foundation, all donations 

are tax deductible.  The Bighorn 

Foundation is a nonprofit 501c-(3) 

corporation, “Educating Today’s 

Youth for the Wildlife Resources Of 

Tomorrow.” 
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Centennial Middle School at Dishman Hills 
Eastern Washington boasts some of the oldest rock in the state – the bedrock of Dishman Hills dates back 1.5 billion years.  Yes, 

that was billion.  Exploring the area, you will see gneiss, schist, and granite.  In addition to a rich geologic history, the natural area 

is one of the most biologically diverse locations in the state.  Protection of the 530+ acre site began in 1966, emphasizing education 

and low impact visitation. 

 

For two days in September all seventh graders from Centennial Middle School studied insects, fire ecology, and food webs as a way 

to investigate this significant biome.  Donning figurative forester caps, primed with a biologist’s sense of inquiry, and carrying geo-

cacher trade items, students ventured far a-field utilizing electronic compasses known as palm pilots.  Discussion topics based on 

field observations included: 

   *forest health 

   *water quality 

   *human ‘footprints’ on the landscape 

   *wildlife species diversity 

 

Exploring the area seemed to reinforce the idea that Dishman Hills provides a fabulous outdoor classroom as well as a fun place to 

recreate!  Many students expressed a desire to return with family or friends to hike more of the trail system and see wildlife.  One 

chaperone seemed amazed to learn that dwarf mistletoe, a parasitic species among the seven plant communities within the area, can 

launch its seeds at speeds up to 60 miles per hour.  Isn’t life-long learning great? 

In Their Own Words  - 

a letter from a student in Mrs. Murray’s 3rd grade class 

 

“Dear OLC 

I thought that this field trip was really fun. I really liked the mud path because it was challenging, it was fun to find 

the fossils at the end, and to just get dirty. I also thought the diamond shaped rock was really cool. I mean it was being 

held by only two rocks. The other thing that I liked was all of the climbing. It was really fun to climb the rocks and try 

to get across the huge puddle and I like how it was challenging. One thing I learned was that when lava cooled down 

it could make a huge rock. Another thing I learned was that when you see a fallen over tree that there might be rocks 

in its roots if the tree was hanging onto a cliff. One thing I am still wondering is how old that place is. 

   

    Sincerely,  

    Portia 

P.S. Do you know how many rocks there are in the whole park? “              

Third graders got their “fill” of rocks this October when they came to 

the OLC for a day of geology lessons. Students started off learning 

about the three types of rocks and how they are formed. They even 

made their own “rocks” and got to eat them too! After that, it was off 

to take a journey through the rock cycle. Who knew that rocks could 

change into so many other types of rocks! Students also got a chance 

to be real geologists and do tests on minerals to help identify them. 

Then they got to explore how gasses dissolved in magma make volca-

noes explode! Yikes! Finally we ended the day learning about the 

aquifer, where students got to see all the way down into the aquifer 

during a visit to the Pasadena Park Well. It was all topped off with 

every ones favorite – the edible aquifer lesson. Geology with third 

graders was a real “treat”! 
Above: Third grade geologists take their knowledge to the 

field at Deep Creek in Riverside State Park. Here they are 

investigating a HUGE piece of granite. Ask them, and they 

will tell you how it was made and how it got to this area. 

Third Grade Geology 



 

Aquifer Fun: 3rd Grade Geology at Well 1 
 

We would like to thank Pasadena Irrigation for allowing us to have ac-

cess to Well 1. After learning the geological story of the aquifer, 3rd 

grade students hiked from the OLC up to the well house. Students gazed 

in wonder as they looked down the 100 ft. hand dug well. At the bottom 

they could see in real life the clean-cool water of the aquifer that we 

have the privilege of using and drinking here in Spokane and Idaho. 

We would also like to thank the Spokane Aquifer Joint Board for sup-

plying us with high quality curriculum and supplies for teaching and 

learning about the aquifer. These supplies are listed below and are for 

anyone’s use free of charge! 

 

-K-8 Aquifer Curriculum 

-Aquifer Education Trunk 

-Enviroscape 

-Groundwater model. 

 

Call Jami for Details: (509)340-1028 

Left: Students gather 

around the well. 

 

Right: Jami prepares 

students for aquifer 

viewing. 

It’s a long way down! 

Students learn how water gets from the 

aquifer to our homes.  

Students sample “edible aquifers.” 

Can you see the confining layer, water, boulders, gravel, well, 

and pump. 

 

Left: A “polluted” aquifer. 

 

Above: A “clean” aquifer. 

Thank you Pasadena Irrigation District! 

Outdoor Learning Center             


